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World Conference Maps Action in Areas of Change 


(Salonica) - Churches in all parts of the world will be encouraged to take a 
much more active part in meeting human need in rapidly changing "underdeveloped" 
areas as a result of an eight-day world conference that closed at Anatolia 
College, near Salonica, Greece, last Sunday night, August 2. 


Three long and closely written reports were approved for editing by final 
sessions. They deal with social and cultural changes, political action and 
economic development. 


The reports will not be published until after presentation to the World 
Council of Churches Gentral Committee at its meeting scheduled to be held on the 
island of Rhodes, Greece, August 19 - 27. 


They range over what churches can do in technological expansion, family life, 
race relations, education, reform of their own worship and structure, relations 
with governments, technical assistance and capital investment, labour relations, 
rural welfare projects, and housing. © 


Other recommendations for action cover closer contact with leaders of in- 
dependence movements in colonial territories and reconsideration of missionary 
work in the light of the emergence of local leadership in the new churches and 


nations. 
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Presentation of the reports was the climax of intensive three-year studies 
conducted in "pilot areas" of Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Near East. 
The "Rapid Social Change" study was authorized” by the World Council of Churches 
in 1955 and will lead to the publication of two books in late 1960. Conference 
chairman Egbert de Vries, director of the Institute of Social Studies at the 
Hague, Netherlands, will write one of the books. Author of the other will be 
conference secretary Paul Abrecht, who is also executive secretary of the WCC's 
Department on Church and Society, which conducted the total study. 


Recommendations going forward from the world conference, which was attended 
by 150 participants from 34 countries, ask for intensive follow up over the next 
few years by the WCC. If approved, the new proposals will result in the sending 


of study and advisory teams into villages and urban areas where big changes are 
taking place. 


Many delegates to the conference were lay workers in government, social and 
political scientists, international civil servants and teachers. They will use 
conference findings as guideposts in planning future policy in their own pro- 
fessions, in cooperation with other workers, Christians and non-Christians. 


The conference, the first church meeting of its kind, was attended by a 
majority of non-theologians. Representation from Asia, Africa and Latin America 
was mainly by nationals from those countries. 


Although conference reports highlighted the importance of active Christian 
participation in the movement for national democracy and independence in Africa, 
Asia and Latin America, a warning sounded by Professor Margery Perham of Nuffield 
College, Oxford, was also noted for future action. 


Professor Perham remarked that in the justifiable enthusiasm to see people 
emancipated in Africa the churches must not lose sight of the special problems 
of colonial administrators. She said that relatively peaceful progress toward 
national independence was being made in countries like Nigeria and that the 
churches must help colonial administrators in more unsettled parts of the world. 
She called for sympathy with them in their difficult jobs and said they should 
be helped to become valuable "servants" as administrators, in lands where they 
were formerly "masters". 


Dutch Reformed Churchman Speaks on Race 


On Saturday (August 1) the Rev. A.M. Meiring, moderator of the Dutch Reformed 
Church of the Transvaal, South Africa, made a statement to the conference on his 
church's attitude to racial differences. 


Taking issue with a previous speaker, Dr. G. Kiano - a leading figure in 
Kenya politics - he said that it was not true that his church condones racial 
injustice or appealed to Scriptures to justify discrimination. 


Mr. Meiring said that although his church did not go all the way with the 
WCC's view that racial discrimination and segregation in all their forms were 
wrong it had officially associated itself with the position that "no single 
race may deem itself entitled to a privileged position and consider itself 
superior to other races" and that "the unquestioned equality of all races, peoples 
and manifestations of the true Church must be recognized according to the Seri p- 


tures". 
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The Dutch Reformed leader went on to say that his church supported the view 
that "no direct scriptural evidence can be produced for or against the intermix- 
ture of races through marriage", but "the well-being of the Christian community 
and the pastoral care of the church necessitate that due consideration be given 
to the legal, social and cultural factors which affect such marriages". 


Mr. Meiring said he was quoting a statement made by the General Assembly of 


the Ecumenical Synod of Reformed Churches held at Potchefstroom, South Africa, 
in August 1958. 


American Missionary Calls for New Methods 


Addressing the conference on "Missions and Rapid Social Change", Dr. Virgil 
Sly of the USA declared that "missions, being very human, have carried forward 
their work within the security of the status quo". Dr. Sly, who is a vice- 
president of the National Council of Churches in the USA and chairman of the 
council's division of Foreign Missions, went on: "The status quo no longer exists. 
Our work, if carried on within the revolutionary areas of social change, must be 
one with the concerns of the younger churches as they face, with creative Christian 
action, such issues as affect the living needs of their people." 


Recalling that the missionary in the past was "in the dominant position", 
Dr. Sly said "in the future he is merely a person in a direct church-to—church 
relationship. Missionaries who cannot fit into this pattern and direction will 
be unhappy," he added, "and should be recalled". 


See eee 


"God loved the world", Dr. D.T. Niles of Ceylon told the conference in an 
earlier address. "The world means man and his whole society in all their re- 
lationships. The churches of Asia are not in solidarity with the world. We 
are in a process and a mood of disengagement." 


Dr. Niles is general secretary of the East Asia Christian Conference, new 
cooperative agency officially constituted last May. 


He said that although there was much talk about the prophetic task of the 
Church in Asia there was not much prophetic action. 


One way of breaking out of introversion according to Dr. Niles is to try to 


see how God is working in contemporary Asian events. "Sooner or later we must 
begin a real conversation among the churches about what is happening in China", 
he urged. "What is God doing in, for and with China?" He expressed concern 


about the tendency to evade any prophetic interpretation of the Chinese up- 
heaval. 


"Then there is the whole Asian response to Western aid in all its forms’, 
the Ceylon churchman continued. "Who but the Church can learn to say that the 
past is forgiven and forgotten?" 


In a plea for "direct address" to governments, Dr. Niles said that the 
Church had an obligation to make statements in the name of "the Lord who is 
sovereign". He emphasized that "whether the governments believe in Him or not 
is immaterial", recalling that the 01d Testament prophets had chosen specific 
points of social justice and spoken out to the rulers of big nations. 


Whether you are talking about the racial situation in South Africa or a 
Ceylon, in the one case in terms of colour, in the other in terms of language", 
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he said, "there can be no compromise. We cannot burn incense before Caesar.! 


Describing delays’ in helping victims of the Ceylon communal rioting be- 
cause of the need for clearances from higher church committees, Dr. Niles said 
that small groups of Christians should get on with emergency welfare work in 
cooperation with Hindus and others without waiting for official clearance. 


He also recalled Christian influence in the lives of India's Prime Minister, 
Pandit Nehru and of Mahatma Ghandi, neither man a Christian. In a reference to 
the long association between Ghandi and the Rev. C.F. Andrews, Dr. Niles observed 
"what incalculable good has come to India because Mahatma Ghandi had C.F. Andrews 
among his personal friends". EPS, Geneva 


Churches Urged _to Aid in Underdeveloped Areas 


(Salonica) - An international expert on the underdeveloped areas has called on 
the churches to give a lead in "emancipating" the populations of the new nations 
of Africa, Asia and Letin America. 


Dr. Egbert de Vries, Director of the School of Social Studies at the Hague, 
Netherlands, told an international World Council of Churches conference on prob- 
lems of rapid social change (See also EPS page 1) that'if there is one organi- 
zation in the world that can help in real emancipation it is the Church". 


The social scientist, who is chairman of the conference, was formerly head 
of the agricultural section of the World Bank and has travelled in most of the 
34 countries represented at the meeting. 


Painting a picture of the problems raised for people in transition from old 
established societies to new nations, Dr. de Vries underlined the defects of 
colonial administration in many countries. "There is an increasing distance 
developing between people and the government," he declared. "Formerly people 
had some say in their tribal government. Now the government is de-centralized 
but impersonal. New taxes are imposed that people cannot even understand." 


Dr. de Vries said that, with the break-up of old customs and beliefs, people 
living in new industrial societies are "thrown back upon themselves, more alone, 
more isolated". 


He cited attempts to "crush out the old society, and the quicker the better" 
and said this only added to the spiritual problems of the population. "But the 
opposite tendency is to try to leave well alone," he added. "Under many colonial 
regimes there is an attempt to see that everything dangerous is forbidden by 
means of volumes of regulations." 


Dr. de Vries asked for “responsible emancipation" that would help people to 
stand on their own feet. He was critical of the trend to teke refuge in dreams 
about returning to a glorious past. "There is also the image of the near future, 
when everything will be much better," he continued. "This is the idea of the 
five year plans - a glorious future when all will be well in five years' time - 
and then there is another five year plan, and another," he commented. 


Economist Rebukes "Academics"! 


In another address, Mr. Denys Munby, reader in Economics in the University 
of Oxford, England, said that "Christian ethics is not merely a matter for the- 
ologians"., "I believe that a great deal of trouble is caused in the Christian 
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Church by the imperialism of theologi 
I glans, and perhaps 
leaders," he said. ? perhaps more important, church 


"Traditional Christian ethics", Mr. Munby told the conference's 150 parti- 
cipants from 34 countries, "whether found in the Bible, the traditions of the 
early Church, the tomes of mediaeval or Reformation theologians, or in the pro- 


Ben cay of Christian bodies, was by and large relevant to this pre-industrial 
society. 


"But," he said, van ethics applicable to these circumstances is clearly not 
applicable to a world in rapid change, where face-to-face relationships are only 
a small part of people's lives". 


Mr. Munby went on to attack acaGemic people for "thinking and theorizing" 
rather than acting. 


"The Characteristic sin of the academic", he continued, "is to believe that 
his particular activity is of some supreme importance. Unfortunately, thinkers 
have an advantage over ordinary people in that they can speak and write. They 
have always been propagandists for their own imperialisms, and throughout history 
they have been the earliest and most successful brain-washers. The institutions 
in which they perform these operations are called universities." 


Mr. Munby outlined the difficult choices faced by administrators in economic 
life when they had to determine policy on the use of available resources. He 
said the alternatives were never simple and had to be faced on a basis of de- 
tailed knowledge and experience. 


These, according to Mr. Munby are "human choices, not the sort of choice 
that can be put into an electronic computer. But", he affirmed, "human choices 
are better and more sensible when the pros and cons are clearly laid out and 
their consequences weighed." 


Other speakers in early sessions of the conference included Professor Heinz 
D. Wendland of Miinster, West Germany, and Sri M.M. Thomas of Kerala, South India. 
EPS, Geneva 


Kenya Political Leader Wants "Militant" Church 


(Salonica) - The Christian churches in Africa were urged at the WCC's International 
Conference on Rapid Social Change to take a more direct line in facing up to prob- 
lems of housing, land redistribution and national independence movenents. 


Dr. G. Kiano, a leading African figure in Kenya politics, said in a "frank" 
speech that it was "the job of the Church to speak loudly from the pulpit, not 
politically, but in the name of justice and saying 'this is wrong'", 


He told 150 Christian leaders from 34 countries - mostly laymen - that 
social changes were not taking place fast enough for the taste of most Africans. 
"There may be misconceptions in what I have said", he declared, "but you need to 
know the misconceptions about the Church that are there. Without knowing what 
makes us mad you can't really understand us." 


The Kenya nationalist leader claimed that urban wages in Central and East 
African countries were unjust. He said the present minimum wage in Kenya was 
based on the needs of single men from rural areas employed in the towns and was 
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not enough for their wives and families left behind in rural areas. 


Vigorously hitting at housing conditions in the towns that made it Cit riceice 
for wives and families to live with the men, he said families were being split. 
"T am deeply concerned at the jeopardy of the African family institution", Dr. 
Kiano continued. "Rural delinquency is spreading. How do children grow in the 
rural areas without a father image?" 


Dr. Kiano asked the churches to work for types of housing "designed for 
family living in towns". 


Although he congratulated the World Council of Churches for helping the 
churches in the field of social action, Dr. Kiano cautioned that the time for 
action was short. He declared that the next five years were crucial for nation- 
al independence movements. "Today most nationalist leaders have respect for 
the Church", he went on, but added that this respect would be lost if Africans 
were not helped toward "freedom". 


"The Christian Church mst be peaceful but militant", he said. "We are not." 


Calling landlessness "the most emotional issue today in East and Central 
Africa", Dr. Kiano claimed that some Christians had created a bad impression 
among landless Africans by buying up land in the White Highlands area of Kenya 
and settling down there. He attacked land policies that led to "over—populated 
African reserves alongside underpopul-ted European areas". 


Christian divisiveness also came under fire in Dr. Kiano's speech. He said 
that a typical African village inhabited by people of one tribe had to put up with 
the competitive practices and ideas of groups as different as Roman Catholics, 
Anglicans and Seventh Day Adventists. "How can a Christian Church like this help 
to form people into a common nation?" EPS, Geneva 


Dr. Gharles T. Leber Dies in Brazil 


(Sao Paulo) - Dr. Charles T. Leber, general secretary of the Commission on 
Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the United Presbyterian Church in the USA, 
died of a heart attack during the meetings of the World Presbyterian Alliance 
in Brazil on July 30. 


Dr. Leber, who was 60, had worked as a missionary leader since 1936 for 
recognition of the ecumenical character of the missionary task. He stood Lor 
close cooperation between different denominations and inaugurated many experi- 
ments in sending "fraternal workers" as servants of churches in other countries. 
His work in this field in France was recognized earlier this year by a French 
government award of the Legion of Honour. 


Dr. Leber served as first chairman of the Division of Foreign Missions of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA and was prominent in 


meetings of the International Missionary Council and other ecumenical gatherings. 
EPS, Geneva 
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Aid Asked for Flood Victims in West Pakistan 


(Geneva) - An appeal to churches to aid victims of floods in West Pakistan, 
described as among the worst in history, has been launched by the Division of 
Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches. 


In asking the WC\'s aid, the West Pakistan Christian Council reported that 
about 4,000 Christian families in 200 villages have been affected by the floods. 
Property damage has been widespread. 


The Pakistan council has allocated Rs 46,500 (49, 800) for food and medicines 
for the victims and has sent another Rs 2,000 to the government agency organizing 
relief work. "But now our funds and resources are well-nigh exhausted, while 
there still looms over us the threat of further extension or recurrence of this 
disaster," the report said, asking for help with money and commodities, such as 
wheat, dry milk, butter or vegetable oil, clothingand medicines. 


The three major rivers of the country, Ravi, Chanab and Jhelum, all flooded 
simultaneously. 


Church World Service,. relief and rehabilitation arm of the National Council 
of Churches in the USA, has sent $5,000 to the area and is shipping 20,000 
pounds of cottonseed oil and a million multi-vitamin tablets. EPS, Geneva 


YMCA Romen Catholic Leaders Moot 


(Geneva) - Twenty-one delegates from eight countries have met in Geneva in a 
first international meeting of its kind held under the auspices of the World 
Alliance of YMCAs. 


The meeting issued a statement that YMCA membership has "strengthened the 
faith of Roman Catholics and contributed greatly to mutual respect between 
Protestants and Roman Catholics in the YMCA". 


Members of the group asked for more mectings of Roman Catholic YMCA members 
"on the widest possible basis". They said such gatherings should aim "to carry 
further the study of the place of Roman Catholics in the YMCA, give par ticular 
attention to urgent questions of programme and leadership, examine ways in which 
the work of the YMCA can be interpreted to Roman Catholic assistance of YMCA work 
among Roman Catholics". 


Countries represented at the Geneva meeting included Belgium, Italy, France, 
Germany, England, Austria, USA and Switzerland. EPS, Geneva 


Africa Sunday School Curriculum Progresses 


(Kitwe, Northern Rhodesia) - Reports coming in from all parts of Africa south of 
the Sahara say that 182 writers are preparing lesson material for a new Africa 
Sunday School Curriculum being prepared under the general guidance of the World 
Council of Christian Education and Sunday School Associations. 


Editors Derrick Cuthbert and Henry Makulu aim to bring out numbers of text 
books for the operation of the new curriculum by the end of June 1961. 


Writing of the new material follows four regional African consultations held 
jn 1955 and 1956 and the development of a syllabus in cooperation with churches 
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and Christian councils for the whole area. 


Texts will be translated from English into French, Portuguese and 70 ver- 
nacular languages. Some twenty vernaculars have been given priority. 


A meeting of the editorial board for the new curriculum, held at Kitwe 
last June , decided to make contact with national Christian councils so as to begin 
leadership training for use of the new Sunday School resources. 


The editorial board told the World Council of Christian Fducation that the 


new curriculum had already "given rise to new planning and enthusiasm in our 
churches, and has come at this most opportune time in Africa". EPS, Geneva 


World Presbyterian Alliance Holds Council Sessions 


(Sao Paulo) - More than 300 delegates from 70 different Reformed and Presbyterian 
church bodies from 50 nations attended the 18th meeting of the General Council 
of the World Presbyterian Alliance in Sao Paulo, Brazil, on July 27 - August 6. 


The Alliance meeting marked the first time in history that a major Protes- 
tant confessional group has met in Latin America and the first time since the 
Alliance was formed in 1875 that it has met outside the English-speaking world. 


More than 1,200 persons packed the First Independent Presbyterian Church 
in downtown Sao Paulo to hear Alliance President John A. Mackay of the United 
States open the council with a speech calling on Protestant churches throughout 
the world to broaden their vision of and their enthusiasm for the Christian life. 
Dr. Mackay spoke in Spanish. He retired in June as president of Princeton 
Theological Seminary in Princeton, New Jersey. Dr. Mackay told the congregation 
that structure, doctrine, liturgy and sacraments are not enough in the life of 
the Church. "We need enthusiasm in our Christian life," he urged. And we must 
remember, too, he said, that a "sense of mission is the essence of the Church". 


Joining Dr. Mackay in the opening evening service of the ten-day meeting 
was the organization's general secretary, Dr. Marcel Pradervand of Geneva, and 
Alliance vice-presidents, Dr. Benjamin Moraes of Brazil, Dr. G. Campbell Wads-— 
worth of Canada and Dr. Josef L. Hromadka of Czechoslovakia. 


At a later session, Dr. Pradervand was unanimously re-elected Alliance 
executive secretary, to serve until the next council meeting, scheduled for 1964. 


Main theme of the council session was "The Servant Lord and His Servant 
People". Dr. James I. McCord, new Princeton president, reminded delegates that 
the theme had been studied in more than 25 theological seminaries around the 
world during the past year. "Tn our age", he continued, "the Church has become 
introverted, has developed an esoteric theological vocabulary for the initiated 
and has broken off conversation with the world." EPS, Geneva 


in Brief 


A World Conference of Pentecostal Churches will be held in Jerusalem, May 
18 - 21, 1961, on the invitation of the government of Israel. The climax of 
the meeting will be on Whitsunday, in commemoration of the coming of the Holy 
Spirit to the followers of Jesus in Jerusalem. 
% % 
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Colonel R.J.A. Hornby has been appointed as chief information officer of the 
Church of England within the recognized Information Office established by the 
Church Assembly. Colonel Hornby, who takes up the new post early in 1960, is 
director of public relations for the British land forces in the Far East. 


K x 


The Roman Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium, has established courses 
on ecumenical questions, to commence next October. The new teaching programme 
aims to study ecumenical issues in preparation for the forthcoming Ecumenical 
Council of the Roman Catholic Church announced by the Pope last January. 


* 


Patriarch Theodosios VI of the Syrian Orthodox Church of Antioch has been 
visiting the Russian Orthodox Church in the Soviet Union at the invitation of the 
Moscow Church's Patriarch Alexius. The Patriarch of Antioch is accompanied by 
three of his metropolitans and previously conferred en route with the Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople in Istanbul. 
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The executive committee of the World Alliance of YMCAs has sent out an 
appeal to all its national bodies asking for help for the YMCA in the Belgian 
Congo. The committee reports that a considerable sum of money is needed if 
work there is to be carried on independently. Much damage was done last January 
to the YMCA building in Leopoldville when trouble broke out during a meeting of 
Abako leaders. 
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Lutheran publishers from the United States, Scandinavia and Germany expressed 
the desire for closer cooperation at a conference in Copenhagen convened by the 
Lutheran World Federation at the end of July. A continuation committee consist- 
ing of Dr. H. Torrey Walker (USA), Swedish editor Allan Hofgren, and Professor 
Robert Geisendorfer of Munich, has been set up to investigate ways of cooperation. . 
A second conference for publishers is to be organized by the LWF to take place in 
about 3 years' time, in which the younger churches in Asia and Africa will take 
part. EPS, Geneva 


Periodical 


The Student World 


Mission of the Church, which has been undertaken by the World's Student Christian 
Federation, was held in Rangoon, Burma, last Christmas. The most recent issue of 
'The Student World! (III, 1959), Federation quarterly, contains two speeches and 
two working party reports from this conference, and other related material. The 
editorial, "The Significance of Rangoon", is by Kentaro Shiozuki, WSCF Secretary 
from Japan, and the addresses are "What Is God Doing in the Life of the Church", 
by Harry Daniel, general secretary of the Indian SCM, and "The New Man in Christ 
and Renascent Buddhism in Ceylon", by Thirulogendran Kandiah, a student from 
Ceylone An article by R.P. Kramers of the Christian Study Centre on Chinese 
Religion in Hong Kong is entitled "The Church and Chinese Buddhism". Two working 
party reports on "The Form and Nature of the Congregation", and "The New Man in 
Christ and the Faiths of Mankind", the statement of the East Asia Christian Con- 
ference on "Next Steps in Asia in the Study of ‘The World of God and the Living 
Faiths of Men'", and an article by Alan Brash on "Changing Patterns in Missi oner y 
Strategy" complete this part of the issue. There is also an Asian Travel Diary 
by Charles Long, WSCF Secretary with special responsibility for the Life and 
Mission of the Church study, and miscellaneous book reviews, including a review 
article by Daisuke Kitagawa of the WCC staff on "Christians and Race Relations 
Today". EPS ’ Geneva 
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